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ACADEMIC SELECTIVE ENTRANCE TEST 

Statement by Member for Forrestfield 

MR A.J. WADDELL (Forrestfield) [12.22 pm]: Next week more than 3 000 Western Australian students will 

sit the gifted and talented education test, which is the academic selective entrance test that must be taken to apply 

for entry to Perth Modern School or some of the other academic select courses in our public high schools. These 

children are aged 10 or 11 and their entire academic futures possibly hinge on how well they perform on this test, 

as they compete for the woefully inadequate number of academically select places in Western Australia. 

I find it barbaric that we place this level of stress on sensitive children of this age. It is absurd that we rely on a 

single test to determine whether a child is suitable for these programs. We ignore the entire academic history of 

the child, we ignore IQ testing and we ignore the recommendations of teachers who know these children. The 

testing mechanism we use is flawed and is aimed at finding high academic achievers who may or may not be 

gifted. I have no doubt that many gifted children who would benefit from these courses miss out because of the 

flawed selection process and the general lack of available places. 

I am particularly concerned for the children who come from low socioeconomic families that simply do not have 

the resources to send their kids to the preparatory courses that prepare their child for this ordeal we put them 

through. Trust me, these children know that a lot is at stake, they know they have special needs and they know 

that a very limited number of places are available. They are under considerable pressure to perform, because they 

see that their best chances of getting an appropriate education are limited to this one shot, on one day. I hope 

they are not unwell on that day, and I hope they pass the test, because I believe our selection process is failing. 

 


